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Shaping the metaverse 
through international standards

7 July 2023

2nd ITU Forum on “Creating a metaverse for all through international standards”
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The importance of standards in the metaverse

ITU’s activities on metaverse 

Support a safe, secure, 

and regulated metaverse 

Allow for interoperability 

within the metaverse

Ensure that the metaverse 

is open and accessible to all

Ensure that technologies 

can work together 

seamlessly in the metaverse

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse
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ITU Focus Group on metaverse (FG-MV)

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

Open to non-ITU members;

Free of charge;

Physical meetings with remote 
participation & E-meetings

50+ planned deliverables (06 July 2023), 
including Technical Specifications & Reports

Diverse management team:

• Government, Industry, 
Academia, UN agencies

• Africa, Asia, Europe, Americas

More than 500 experts 
involved in the FG-MV

Unanimously established by TSAG in December 2022;

(ITU) 193 Member States as well as more than 900 companies, research institutes and 

international organizations
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The 1st FG-MV meeting broke the record!

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

Most attended ITU Focus Group meeting with over 650 participants!

FG-MV 

Management Team 

FG-MV

Structure established 
Work Plan agreed 

Government, industry, 
academia, UN agencies, Asia, 
Africa, Europe, the Americas

8 Working Groups and 
10 Task Groups

18 new work items were 
created and are moving fast!
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ITU FG-MV Management Team

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

Shin-Gak Kang 

(ETRI, Rep. of Korea)

Andrey Perez 

(Brazil)

Hideo Imanaka

(NICT, Japan)

Per Fröjdh

(Ericsson, Sweden)

Shane He 

(Nokia, Finland)

Vincent Affleck 

(United Kingdom)

Yuntao Wang 

(China)

Chairman

Leonidas 
Anthopoulos 

(Greece​)

Manuel Barreiro 
(Aston Group, 

Mexico)

Cristina Martinez 
(European 

Commission)

Stella Kipsaita 
(Communications 
Authority, Kenya)

Natalia Bayona
(UNWTO)

Vice-Chairmen
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FG-MV Initial Structure (March 2023)

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

Task Groups (TGs) can be formed under either FG or WG for intensive discussions 

and developing deliverables on specific sub-areas or topics. [FG's decision]
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Outcome of the 2nd FG-MV meeting (4~6 July, 2023)

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

The 1st time that a deliverable has been approved at the 2nd Focus Group meeting.

- Technical Report, “Exploring the metaverse: opportunities and challenges”

The Focus Group meeting,  was attended by more than 2,000 participants on-

site and online, which broke the record set by the first FG-MV meeting.

FG-MV encouraged ITU to organize a UN Metaverse Week in 2024.

FG-MV encouraged ITU to establish a Digital Coalition on CitiVerse.             

TSB was requested to follow up on this action and to report back to the next FG-MV meeting.

39 new work items have been approved.  
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1 new Working Group and 10 new Task Groups 
have been approved (at the 2nd FG-MV meeting)

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

Working Groups New Task Groups

WG1 - General
• TG on implications for people in the metaverse

• TG on pre-standardization for the CitiVerse

WG2 - Applications & 

Services

• TG on Generative Artificial Intelligence in the metaverse

• TG on Embodied Artificial Intelligence for metaverse

• TG on medical metaverse

• TG on metaverse tourism

• TG on power metaverse

• TG on Industrial metaverse

WG8 - Sustainability, 

Accessibility & Inclusion​ 

• TG-design criteria and metrics with incentives for sustainable metaverse

• TG-metaverse social safety

WG9 - Collaboration • TG-gap analysis
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ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

WORKING 

GROUP 9

WORKING 

GROUP 1

Collaboration

General Applications 
& Services

Architecture & 
Infrastructure

Virtual/Real World 
Integration

Interoperability Security, Data & 
PII ​Protection

Economic, 
Regulatory & 

Competition Aspects

Sustainability, 
Accessibility & 

Inclusion

WORKING 

GROUP 2

WORKING 

GROUP 3
WORKING 

GROUP 4

WORKING 

GROUP 5
WORKING 

GROUP 6
WORKING 

GROUP 7

WORKING 

GROUP 8

FG-MV structure (06 July 2023)
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FG-MV roadmap

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

First meeting
8-9 March 2023, 

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia 

Second meeting
4-6 July 2023, 

Shanghai, China

Special session 
12 September 2023, 

Arusha, Tanzania

Third meeting
3-5 October 2023, 

Geneva, Switzerland

Special session
18 October 2023, 

Riga, Latvia

Fourth meeting
4-7 December 2023, 

Geneva, Switzerland
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Executive briefing on metaverse 

▪ Co-published by ITU and UNWTO

▪ Contributed and reviewed by more than 40 
experts of the FG-MV management team from 
Africa, Asia, the Americas and Europe with 
a background in industry, government, 
academia, and UN agencies

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

To download the executive briefing, please visit: 
www.itu.int/metaverse

http://www.itu.int/metaverse
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1st ITU Forum on metaverse

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

650+
Participants in person 

and online

30+
speakers from 

governments, industries, 

UN agencies, SDOs

Outcome document
7 March 2023, Riyadh, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/ssc/Documents/Metaverse-2023/2023-03-07-1st-forum-on-embracing-the-metaverse-outcome-document.pdf
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A series of physical and virtual ITU events on metaverse

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

Side event on Leveraging the metaverse 

in cities to achieve the SDGs

GSR Session on Harnessing the 

Opportunities of the Metaverse

4 May 2023, Virtually 8 June 2023, Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt
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Upcoming events on metaverse

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse

HLPF Side event on Exploring 

the metaverse: A New World 

of Possibilities for Cities and 

Communities

3rd ITU Forum on “Cities and 

the metaverse: Shaping a 

citiverse for all” 

13 September 2023, 

Arusha, Tanzania

Webinar on “Fashioning” the metaverse 

to accelerate digital transformation: 

what has gone out of style

2 October 2023, Virtually

And more…

13 July 2023, Virtually
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Join us! – Let’s shape the future of the metaverse! 

ITU’s activities on metaverse – www.itu.int/metaverse
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tsbfgmv@itu.int

Email

www.itu.int/metaverse

Website

Metaverse is coming,

Are you ready?

mailto:tsbfgmv@itu.int
https://www.itu.int/en/ITU-T/focusgroups/mv/Pages/default.aspx
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